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DAVID EDWIN, ENGBAVEK. 

BY MANTLE FIELDING. 

Incompleteness seems to be the rock on which, in this 
age, the collector or compiler on any special subject strikes 
sooner or later, and to fully and completely cover any one 
line of work is more difficult than appears at first sight. 

Mr. Hildeburn's valuable work on the David Edwin en- 
gravings seemed fairly complete at the time it was printed, 
but in the eleven years since the date of its publication a 
number of new portraits have turned up. I published 
them recently as a supplement to his catalogue feeling 
fairly confident that the list was practically complete, but 
again I find some undescribed and important prints from 
his graver that were overlooked or unknown to me. The 
result has been that I have again canvassed every collection 
of engravings within reach and consulted with all the col- 
lectors or dealers having any new data on the subject. 

David Edwin has always been considered one of the 
most interesting of our early American engravers, combin- 
ing, as he does, real artistic worth with historical interest in 
his work. His engraved portraits will always hold the in- 
terest of collectors from either stand-point, but it is to some 
unusually fine subject prints that I now want to call spe- 
cial attention. Edwin has often been spoken of as the 
" American Bartolozzi," and I must say it has seemed a 
misnomer when his subject work was considered in compar- 
ison with some of the finest examples of the beautiful subject 
prints of the celebrated Italian-Englishman. Lately I have 
found at least two examples of Edwin's work that may 
well be compared with Bartolozzi's most beautiful work in 
stipple. I refer to the membership certificate for the " So- 
ciety for the Relief of Poor and Distressed Masters of Ships, 
their "Widows & Children," also to the " Masonic Certificate." 
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In the first of these prints all the artistic and graceful com- 
position that marks Bartolozzi's best work is well exempli- 
fied in Edwin's work ; it also has a life and strength often 
found lacking in the work of the great English stipple en- 
graver. It seems most remarkable that I have not found 
collectors who have seen these beautiful certificates which 
are among the best of Edwin's subject engravings; in fact 
I only know of one collection possessing both of them. 
They were both printed in Philadelphia and were evidently 
in use about the year 1804 to 1810. 



PORTRAITS. 

Fisher Ames. 

Half length, seated, to left, holding a book, (under) 
G. Stuart Pinx:— D. Edwin Sculp:/ Fisher Ames./ H. 
4.12/16— "W. 3.14/16". Rectangle. 

Note. — Plate a close copy of print noted in Hildeburn's Catalogue. 
Size of plate and width of border line show slight variation, and there 
is a scroll after title. 

Rev. Joseph Stevens Buckminister. 

Same as ISo ... A Border line erased, plate reduced to 
4.7/16"— W. 3.7/16", and relettered Stuart— Edwin./ Your 
aff. brother/ J. S. Buckminister./ 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Full length, left hand resting on top and front of globe, 
which stands upon a table, with " The Declaration," books, 
etc., right hand holding glove at side. Two books in 
lower right, balustrade of four rails to left. Rectangle. 
D. Edwin Fecit./ Publish'd by G. Helmbold June 1801. 

H. 20": W. 13". 

Benjamin Moore. 

Half length to left, robes. Book in hand. Bishop's 
mitre and shield below. J. Jarvis Pinx' — D. Edwin 
vol. xxix. — 21 
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Sculp*/ The Right Reverend Benjamin Moore, D. D./ 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State 
of New York./ New York, Published by J. V. Buskirk 
1810./ H. 19.4/16" : W. 15.8/16". 

Alexander Placide. 

Half length, in oval, to right. (Below) Edwin sc./ A. 
Placide./ Height 4" : Width 3.3/8". 

William Wirt. 

Bust, head to left in profile. Vig. on title " The/ Letters 
of The/ British Spy./ (under) Edwin sc./ Baltimore./ 
Published by Fielding Lucas, jr./ Ery-Printer./ H. 
2.8/16" : W. 2.5/16". 



SUBJECT PRINTS. 

Membership Certificate. 

Society for the Relief of Poor and Distressed Masters of 
Ships, their Widows & Children. 

Oval, on Tablet, surmounted by American Eagle and 
shield. (In Oval) Sailors on rocks being rescued from 
wreck. Flags at side, and at bottom of Oval, anchor and 
spars. Seated female and children on the sides below the 
flags. 

(Under) J. J. Barralet, Del' D. Edwin fc* Six lines 
under, in form of membership blank for society. Total 
height 15.10/16". Total width 11.12/16". Stipple. Height 
of Oval 9". Width of Oval 7.6/16". 

Note. — The only impression of this engraving to my knowledge is in 
the possession of the Philadelphia Masonic Temple. The certificate is 
filled out in the name of "John E. McFarlane" and is dated January 

6th, 1806. 

Masonic Certificate. 

Description of Print. First the Great Eye of Providence 
with the adorators ; one on each side of the Paschal Lamb, 
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and the zodiac equinox round the top, under the Sun, 
Moon and Stars. On the right, is the figure of Faith ; on 
the left, Hope with Prudence, and on the Clouds, three 
infant geniuses. The first column Doric, with the ter- 
restrial globe. The second, Ionic with the celestial globe ; 
and the third, the Corinthian, with the Paschal Lamb on 
the top ; and at the bottom, the great ark of Alliance, with 
the coflin, cross-bones and sprig of Cassia: on the right 
the figure of Mathematics ; second, Astronomy ; third, the 
great genius, and on the left, Charity. Second, a Mason 
at work on the triangular stone, and the third, Wisdom, in 
the attitude of silence. 

(under) J. J. Barralet, del! D. Edwin Sculp! 

Blank form in two columns, nine line under inscription. 

Phil" Octob. 1? 1804— Published by W? H? Abbott ac- 
cording to Law. Height 18.7/8 : Width 15.3/8: Sub Height 
13.2/8. Stipple, in sepia. 

Note. — I know of only one example of this fine engraving by Edwin, 
now in the Masonic Hall, Broad Street, Philadelphia. 

AVENIA. 

Frontispiece. Goddess of Liberty, in a melancholy atti- 
tude, is seated under pillar of temple of Liberty, one foot 
rests on Cornucopise, slave ships with slaves landing, in 
background. Eectangle. H. 4.3/16" : W. 2.15/16". Stip- 
ple (above) 

Frontispiece (under) Barralet del. — D. Edwin fe./ Pub- 
lished in " The Penitential Tyrant ; or, Slave Trader Re- 
formed": New York 1807. Also in "Avenia: or, A 
Tragical Poem" by Thomas Branagan. 12 m0 Phila. 1805. 
And in " Bights of God, written for the Benefit of Man" 
Phila., 1812. 12mo. 

Isis Magna Mater. 

Drawing. — Plate TV./ Isis Magna Mater./ D. Edwin 
sc./ From a Bust in the Collection of Charles Townly Esq'/ 
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Sacred Harmony. 

Vignette of Music Book and Harp decorated with gar- 
lands supported by two Angels who hold aloft scroll in- 
scribed "Laus — Deo" in clouds, with diverging rays. 
Above ; Sacred Harmony/ below ; Volozan Del. — D. Edwin 
Sculp./ Vignette 7.8 x 7. 

(This is said to be the first work executed by Edwin in 
the United States.) 

Edinburgh Encyclopedia. 

Vignette of Time holding mirror in which young girl is 
arranging her hair. To right cupid with globe. Vig- 
nette & Writing. Design'd by G. Eairman F. S. A."/ on 
title page of Parker & Delaplaine's./ 

American Edition/ of the/ New Edinburgh Encyclo- 
paedia/ (11 lines) Philadelphia/ (n.d.) 

Edinburgh Encyclopedia. 

Same as No .... Publisher's line altered to " Whiting 
& Watson's" and place to "New York." 

Basso Relievo. 

Basso Relievo. — Plate I./ An Egyptian Hieroglyphical 
Sphinx./ 1/2 — Hindu Basso Relievo — British Museum. /3. 
(not lettered) D. Edwin Sculp./ 

Emporium of Arts & Sciences. 

Vignette of winged female figure bearing globe, Genii ot 
Chemistry, Sculpture and another. 

The/ Emporium/ Of Arts & Sciences/ New Series — Vol- 
ume 1/ Conducted/ By/ Thomas Cooper Esq?/ (&c. &c. 3 
lines)/ Des* by G. Fairman Edwin Sc . ./ Phila- 
delphia/ Published by Kimber & Richardson/ 1813. 
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The Lady of the Lake. 

Female figure standing in bow of boat under tree. Rect- 
angle, border line 1/32 (under) G. Fairman del. — D. 

Edwin se./ 

Then safe tho fluttered and amazed,/ 
She paused and on the stranger gazed./ 

Canto 1. — Stanza XX ./ Published by Joseph Oushing 
Baltimore/ Rectangle. H. 2.11/16"— W. 2". 

Scott's Poetical works. Vol. 4. Baltimore 1813. 

The Lady of the Lake. 
.... Publisher's name altered to " P. H. Mcklin." 

Rowe's Letters. 

Angel in clouds and reclining female figure, oval, with 
torch, lyre &c above, in irregular rectangle. Title on tab- 
let beneath. Rowe's Letters/ (3 lines)/ D. Edwin sc./ 
Published by R. Johnson./ H. 4.11/16"— W. 2.8/16". 



